RISK REDUCTION

Children and Green Climate Finance

W

It is estimated that in the next decade,
up to 175 million children will be
affected a year by the climate-induced
disasters 1 and children from the
poorest families are up to ten times
more likely to be affected by disasters
linked
to
climate
change 2 .
Unfortunately, a majority of these
children are located in either
developing or least developed
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America. And this is not being
discussed with children.
It means that financial resources
available to these countries—again
less responsible for climate change
yet more vulnerable to its impact—
for development, disaster risk
reduction and climate change
adaptation and mitigation are
limited. Thus, these countries need to
find of new and additional sources
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hat is the link between
children and green climate
finance? The link is direct and real.
Children are least responsible for
climate change but most vulnerable
to its impact. And there is clear and
mounting evidence on adverse effects
of climate change on the overall wellbeing of children. Climate change
poses serious threat to child rights
pertaining to survival, food
security, health, as well as access to
water and sanitation, education and
protection.

finance to deal with the intensifying
threats of climate change to protect
children.
Let us take one example of food and
nutrition important to children.
Climate predictions have already
estimated substantial reductions in
agricultural productivity outputs of
developing countries. Combined
with effects of natural disasters, such
short-fall can potentially be
devastating and could translate into
millions of hungry and malnourished
children 3 . Are we starving our
children?
How will developing countries be
able to with stand such impact on its
food system? Who will finance

adaption and mitigation? Without
concrete financial commitment,
children from developing countries
will continue to be affected
disproportionately and will remain
food insecure is a well-recognized
issue among the international
community and the developed
nations. And these conditions are
created by us.
The Green Climate Fund (GCF), set
to be launched in 2014 is an important
step in this direction and is considered
vital for the success of UN climate
talks with a target of mobilizing
$100bn a year by 20204. The fund is
supposed to increase availability of
money in developing countries for
adaptation 5 and rich nations are

1 Save the Children, UK (2007), Legacy of disasters:
The impact of climate change on children, http://
www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/legacy-of-disasters_1.pdf
2 Save the Children 2010, Poorest children hit worst by climate change, 9 December 2010, accessed on September 13, 2013, http:/
/www.savethechildren.org.uk/news-and-comment/news/2010-12/poorest-children-hit-worst-climate-change
3 Jazmin Burgess (2013), UNICEF UK, Climate change, food systems and children: a case for greater action, http://
www.unicef.org.uk/Images/Campaigns/ClimateChangeFood_UNICEF2013.pdf
4 John Parnell, Green Climate Fund set to open for business in 2014, July 2, 2013, accessed on September 12, 2013, http://
www.rtcc.org/2013/07/02/green-climate-fund-set-to-open-for-business-in-2014/
5 UNICEF (n.d.), Green Climate Fund, accessed on September 12, 2013, http://www.unicef.org.uk/UNICEFs-Work/Whatwe-do/Our-campaigns/speakupcampaign/Green-Climate-Fund-QA/
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expected to make pledges to the
GCF at this year's high level climate
talks to be held in Warsaw in
November6.
The GCF is expected to support
projects, programmes, policies and
other activities in developing country
and contribute to the achievement of
the ultimate objective of the United
Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) 7 .
Considering the risk of both, loans
from
international
financial
institutions and diversion of funds
from key areas, the GCF mechanism
seems appropriate for developing
countries 8 . But how can the poor
children from developing countries
benefit most out of the GCF?

This question is already being
pursued and asked by several child
centred organisations including
UNICEF, Save the Children, Plan
International and several others. To
be able to address the needs of the
most vulnerable children, it is
important that GCF achieves the right
balance between adaptation and
mitigation and involve developing
countries in decision making and
governance of this fund9.
Unanimous demand is to pay more
attention to children's rights in the
context of changing climate and base
allocation decisions keeping in view
centrality of children. Some believe
that this will also help put children
in the centre of national adaptation

plans and development policies. Let
me conclude this brief note by
suggesting three key points, important
to children for the GCF to consider:
First, ensure that at least half of the
allocations are made in favour of
initiatives targeting climate change
affected children directly; Second,
prioritize
ecosystem-based
adaptation initiatives having longterm and cascading effects; and third;
engage children to learn, participate
and influence climate talks at various
levels. And above all, compensation
is not and cannot be an answer to
failed climate change negotiations.
What children want is cut in
greenhouse emissions.
– Mihir R. Bhatt and
Mehul Pandya

6 Susanna Twidale, Reuters Point Carbon, 2 Jul 2013, accessed on September 13, 2013, http://www.trust.org/item/
20130703084859-hy3br/
7 Green Climate Fund, Mandate and Governance (n.d.), accessed on September 12, 2013, http://gcfund.net/about-the-fund/
mandate-and-governance.html
8 Save the Children Canada (n.d.), Durban Cop17: Climate change negotiations must ensure a right to future for children &
young people, http://www.savethechildren.ca/document.doc?id=132
9 Save the Children (2010), Right to a future: Climate change negotiations must be accountable to children, http://
www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/Right_to_a_future_1.pdf
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Children on Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction

A
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one-day National Workshop on
Post-2015 Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction was organized on May 11,
2013 at India Habitat Center by Children
Coalition India (UNICEF, Save the
Children, RedR, SEEDS, Plan and AIDMI).
The workshop was facilitated by Save the
Children. The event was one of preworkshop of National Platform for
Disaster Risk Reduction (NPDRR) for
pushing children's perspectives from
local to national level. The children
demanded more direct participation in
decision making, additional focus on
school in urban areas; linking risk
reduction with livelihood security of the
family; and exploring ways to make
schools climate smart. Save the Children
is working out national follow up plan.

– Khyati Halani with Vishal Pathak
September 2013
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Well-performing Integrated Child Development Scheme
is Crucial to Address Disaster and Climate Risk

L

aunched since October 2, 1975 in
pursuance of the National Policy
for Children, 1974, Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS) —
aimed at holistic development of
children in the age group of zero to
six years and pregnant and lactating
women — is the most important child
welfare scheme in India.
Considering India's week and
embarrassing performance on key
child development and health
indicators against its own targets as
well as with neighbouring countries
and other regions, the scheme has
recently been a subject to the audit of
the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) of India.
According to the recently released
CAG report on ICDS, the Infant
Mortality Rate (IMR) was 48 per 1000
live births and the Child Mortality
Rate (CMR) 63 per 1000 live births in
2010 as against the targets of 30 and
31 respectively. These indicators for
the neighbouring countries such as
China (IMR: 16 and CMR: 18) and Sri
Lanka (IMR: 14 and CMR: 17) were
considerably low.
The CAG audit covered three crucial
services of ICDS, first, supplementary
Nutrition; second, non-formal preschool education and; third, health
education for the period 2006-07 to
2010-11. The audit test-checked
records of 2730 AWCs from 273
project offices of 67 districts from 13
states of India.
In the report, tabled in the Parliament
on March 5, 2013, the CAG slammed

the ICDS for being deficient on many
parameters:

•

About half of the AWCs had no
pre-school education kits. Six
States
(Bihar,
Haryana,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal)
had no data of children who
joined mainstream education and
in five states (Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan,
and Karnataka), the number of
children who joined mainstream
education ranged between 7 to
30 per cent only.
Unrealistic budgeting, diversion
of funds and failure to carry out
concurrent evaluation and
monitoring through the progress
reports received from the sates
by the central monitoring unit
under this schemes were pointed
out as major bottlenecks.

•

61 per cent of AWCs did not have
their own buildings and 25 per
cent were functioning from semipucca/kachcha buildings or
open /partially covered space.
Moreover, separate space for
cooking, storing food and indoor
and outdoor activities were not
available in 40 to 50 percent of
AWCs.

•

The AWCs were found to be
unhygienic as 52 per cent had no
toilets and 32 per cent had no
drinking facilities. Similarly,
medical
kits,
considered
important for preventing disease
outbreak were not available in
33 to 49 per cent of AWCs.

•

•

About 53 per cent of AWCs had
not received flexi-funds from
state governments during the
period of 2009–11 and shortage
of staff was reported at all levels.
The short fall in expenditure on
supplementary nutrition ranged
between 15 and 36 per cent of the
requirement from 2006-11 has
compromised the quality of
nutrition provided.

While India prepares itself for rolling
out the world's largest food security
programme through the recently
passed Food Security Bill, the findings
of the CAG audit on ICDS demand
serious attention for action.

•

Thirty three to 47 per cent
children were not weighted for
monitoring their growth
between the period of 2006–11
and data on nutritional status of
children
had
several
discrepancies and were not based
on World Health Organisation's
growth standards.

In a broader perspective, there is a
need to consider the potential of ICDS
in preventing malnutrition during
disasters as well as withstanding
adverse effects of climate change on
availability of food and nutrition to
children and mothers. With
uninterrupted ICDS services, both,
disaster and climate risk — which also
pose serious threats to the
achievement of the National targets
and to the Millennium Development
Goals — can be better managed.
– Mihir R. Bhatt and
Mehul Pandya

1 This article is based on the findings of the recent report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India on
performance of Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS).
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Bihar: Children and Risk
Few months ago, in the town of Dharmasati, Gandaman, Saran district in Bihar (India) families mourned over the
loss of lives of 23 children aged between 4 to 12 after eating mid-day meal. Mid -Day Meal was contaminated with
insecticide. The meal provided by Mid-Day Meal Scheme is the world's largest school lunch program and provides
meals to 120 million children every day. The goal is to fight hunger and increase attendance in schools, but due to
lack of proper management and monitoring system 23 innocent children lost their life.

T

bodies, climate and above all its
location makes it vulnerable to many
hazards. Almost all the districts are
prone to most of the major hazards
viz. earthquake, floods, cyclone,
drought, fire and heat and cold wave.
This shows the state is exposed to
multi-hazards. A growing threat over
the past two decades, the number of
natural disasters has doubled. There
are more floods, cyclones, droughts,
and severe cold spells. Experts predict
that urbanisation, population growth,
and climate change will only increase
the severity and impact of disasters
in the future. With increasing exposure
and vulnerability to disaster risks, it
is the next generation that will be
most impacted. Hence, it is said that
children in Bihar are born with risks.

The geographical composition of
Bihar, its boundary, land, water

While India as a whole has 31 per cent
of its population under the age of 14,

the corresponding number for U.P. is
35.69 per cent and an astounding 40.1
per cent for Bihar; four out of every
10 people in Bihar is under the age of
14. This is the highest such proportion
for any State; it is possibly even the
world's highest, so, while the rest of
the country has lowered the
proportion of its population that is
under 14, for Bihar, this proportion
has increased by over 10 percentage
points since 2001. This makes it the
only State that has added more
persons under the age of 14 than over
the age of 60.
Children and Emergencies:
Children are one of the most
vulnerable and invisible group in any
emergencies. Children are the worst
sufferers in disasters, since they
depend on others for support and
most of these support systems may

Photo: AIDMI

he state of Bihar, once an ancient
centre of power, learning and
culture where two world religions
have their roots, is now often
recognized as one of the poorest state
in India. With more than 100 million
people, Bihar is the country's third
most populous state. Located in
eastern India with Nepal to its north,
more than 40 per cent of the
population live below the poverty
line, mainly in rural areas. Many
disparities and inequalities persist
with inadequate access to health,
education and other services. Recent
times have also seen record GDP
growth of 11.03 per cent over five
years. Despite impressive economic
growth, the benefits have not reached
the poor, most of all children.
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The equity status of key indicators on
children and women clearly shows
disparity between male-female,
urban-rural, SC-ST and poorest and
richest quintiles of population. For
example the under-five mortality rate
for Bihar is 95, whereas for male it is
82.7, for female it is 108.3, for urban
area it is 87.2 and for, rural area it is
96.2. For SC children it is 113.1 and
for the poorest 20 % quintile it is 113.
Violence against SCs is high and
Bihar accounts for 9.8% of all crimes
committed against Scheduled Castes
in India.
suddenly collapse or weaken during
disasters. A sense of panic, fear and
confusion engulfs the child when the
caregivers are either not around or
are unable to meet the needs of the
children. Disasters shatter the sense
of well-being of a child by destroying
normal life routines and thus deeply
hamper the process of development.
Children are at greater risk of having
their rights violated in times of
emergencies. Factors such as age affect
their vulnerability and ability to cope
and survive in a disaster. They are
also the most invisible in most of
disaster response, recovery and
rehabilitation processes, except when
they are orphaned. Apart from the
immediate physical threat to life,
children experience fear, violence,
separation from parents/ Care givers,
exploitation and abuse during a
natural or man- made emergency.
This coupled with injury, loss of
livelihoods of their family;
homelessness and extreme poverty
exacerbate the situation of children.
The situation in Bihar is aggravated
by wide spread poverty, illiteracy,
inequitable access to resources and
social exclusion.
Children in Bihar and Risks:
The state records a high Maternal
Mortality Rate (MMR) of 261 per
100,000 live births, as against the
national average of 212. Infant
Mortality Rate stands at 44 per 1000
6

live births. 55.9% of children under
the age of five are underweight
(weight for age) and the state has
experienced an increasing trend in
percentage of underweight children
during the years 1992-93 to 2005-06.
It has increased from 50.8% to 58.4%
during this period. The household
level toilet facility is available in only
25.9% households and 50 % of water
available for drinking in the state is
not potable mainly due to chemical
and faecal contamination.
Bihar's literacy rate is 63.8%, which is
low compared to the national
average of 82.1%, and its female
literacy rate is amongst the lowest in
the country (53.3%). 5.9% children of
Bihar drop out of school. Only 23.1 %
of children have their birth registered
and have received certificate.
According to the Census 2001, Bihar
accounts for 8.9% of the child labour
in India in the age group of 5 – 14
years; many working illegally as
domestic servants and in workshops
and factories. As natural disasters
disrupt economic activities because
parents might lose their jobs, children
fall victim to child labour in the
aftermath. The 54.6 % of currently
married women in the age group of
20-24 years are married before legal
age, which is amongst the highest in
states. This presents a threat of the
child's right to protection and also to
development and education.
southasiadisasters.net

Key Issues:
In the past decade, the state has
received huge financial resources
from the centre, under the various
flagship schemes. The state budget has
increased from Rs 4000 crore for the
year 2005–06 to Rs 32000 crore for the
year 2013–14. Therefore, the
investments in social sector, both by
the Government of India and also by
the state government, are at an alltime high. However, evidence shows
that in spite of this infusion of major
resources in the social sector, the
expected change at the level of the
child at grass roots level is of major
concern. The state needs to improve
its capacity to absorb these resources,
and enhance effectiveness of resource
utilisation through improved
delivery systems and finally,
resulting in tangible results in
addressing child risks. The existing
weak delivery system, poor quality
of technical HR, weak M&E systems,
lack of evidence to inform decision
making in government, and weak
local self-governance (PRI), are the
key bottlenecks to the performance
of the state. The situation is further
aggravated by the existence of huge
social discrimination, poor healthseeking behaviour, problems of social
norms and recurrent disasters.
– Banku Bihari Sarkar
Emergency Officer,
United Nations Children's Fund,
UNICEF Office, Bihar
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Making Schools Safer in Hailakandi, Assam

A

ssam State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) with All
India Disaster Mitigation Institute
(AIDMI) launched School Safety
training of teachers in Hailakandi
district of Assam during September

12–14, 2013. 43 participants with 45
children explored ways of making
school safer from hazards.

periodically and conduct mock drill
according to the annual calendar in
plan.

The training was inaugurated by Shri
Mukul Kumar Saikia, ADC,
Hailakandi. Recognising the efforts
of ASDMA's initiative DPO Siju Das
cherished the moments of 1st such
training in Hailakandi in February,
2013.

Shri Bhupesh Das,
ADC cum CEO
(DDMA), sensitised
participants about
the implementation
of SDMPS and
conducting mock drills in school on
last day of training. He encouraged
participants to carry out risk
assessments in their respective
schools with special focus on
earthquake and cyclone and extended
support from DDMA wherever
required. Participants shared their
experiences at the end of the training
and look forward towards making
schools in Hailakandi districts safer
from hazards.
– Gautam Bhut

Shri Samsher Singh,
DC of Hailakandi
and
Chairman,
DDMA attended
one session of
SDMP (School Disaster Management
Plan) preparation on Day 2. He
advocates the need of inclusive
District Disaster Management Plan
where SDMPs can be integrated. He
also asked to revise the plan

VIEWS

Proactive Preparedness

T

he District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA), Chirang has
since its inception and integration
with the mainstream administrative
set up under the Revenue & Disaster
Management Department embarked
on a continuous effort to create a safer
educational environment in the
schools of the district.
The state and the district, by virtue
of being situated in the highest
seismic zone, are prone to threats
posed by earthquakes. Many parts
of the district are still inaccessible
should any need of urgent assistance
for rescue and emergency medical
services arise. Significant number of
school buildings in the district is old
and may lead to unforeseen
emergency like situation if timely
September 2013

steps are not taken. At this juncture,
it has been a continuous effort of the
DDMA, Chirang to create a critical
mass of trained manpower resources
to respond to any emergent situation
in the educational institutions.
However, it would serve no purpose,
if a force of trained personnel is not
guided by any plan of action. As pre
condition to creating a safer
educational environment is therefore
to have a comprehensive disaster
management plan of the respective
institutions with meticulously
incorporating all the stages of
emergency
management
viz.
prevention-mitigation, preparedness,
response, and recovery.
With that in mind, we at DDMA,
under the guidance of ASDMA, have
southasiadisasters.net

adopted a policy
of "Proactive
Preparedness"
for preparing
the students and teachers to act in
any unforeseen disaster like
situations. Continuous efforts are
being made to inculcate a culture of
preparedness through regular mockdrills, awareness programmes and
like. We acknowledge the pivotal
role played by the AIDMI in training
the teachers in the district on Disaster
Management and School DM Plan
preparation. We look forward to
more such hand holding to make our
schools safe for students.
– Puru Gupta, IAS,
Deputy Commissioner cum
Chairperson, DDMA Chirang,

Kajalgaon, Assam
7
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Efforts by Teachers in Building Safer
Education in Lakhimpur, Assam

"I

t is essential to build knowledge
on risk reduction, especially in
schools. Teachers are key players to
build safe schools that build safe
society" said Shri Gaurav Bothra,
Deputy Commissioner, Lakimpur
during the inauguration of the three
day training of trainers programme
on school safety from September 1214, 2013. The programme was jointly
organized by ASDMA and DDMA,
Lakhimpur; and conducted by AIDMI.

encouraged and promoted women
participation — 29 were women out
of 48 teachers — in training.

Dr. Rajiv Dutta Chowdhury, District
Project
Officer,
Lakhimpur

The mock drill conducted with 155
students, 48 teachers, 6 fire brigade

Training ended with new beginning
with commitment of subject that
cover risk reduction education and
SDMP of schools. Participants were
encouraged by Shri Gaurav Bothra,
DC by awarding certificates. The
training was closed with the cultural
exchange of traditional dance Bihu
and Garba.
– Vishal Pathak

Photo: AIDMI

The training balanced with practical
and theoretical sessions that covered
key areas including concept of
disaster risk reduction and school
safety; preparing school disaster
management plans and conducting
mock drill and demonstration of fire
safety.

and 8 DDMA Lakhimpur team
members. The mock drill includes
different components including
evacuation, search and rescue, first aid
and fire safety.

A drawing by Mr. Tarun Kalita, one of participant shared the impact
and response to flood in Assam.

Teacher presented with certificate by Shri Gaurav
Bothra, DC Lakhimpur.

DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Children and Risk: Issues around Result Based Management

H

armonizing Result Based Management (RBM) concepts and approaches for improved development results
at country level is now not uncommon. Such harmonizing also includes projects and programmes that deal
with children and risk. What are the key issues faced in this regard by local organization in India?
1. Formulating Results with children is both, a challenge and joy.
2. Where are child friendly tools for monitoring RBM?
– Mihir R. Bhatt
8

southasiadisasters.net

September 2013

It's Time to Get Ready: Asia's Clean
Energy Imperative

T

oday, Asia confronts a diversity
of economic and human
development needs, and clean energy
is not among them. This is at least
what conventional wisdom would
have us believe. After all, per capita
emissions in most Asian countries are
still very low. From this perspective,
it is easy to "buy into" the myth that
clean energy is a luxury Asia cannot
and should not afford.
The reality is somewhat more
complicated. Today, demand for
cheap energy from fossil fuels in
major Asian economies is one of the
leading causes of GHG emission
growth in the world. It is also
threatening the region's energy
security, worsening air pollution and
widening the gap between rich and
poor. Like it or not, Asia needs clean
energy – and lots of it.
In fact, according to a recently
launched report by the US Agency for
International Development (USAID),
India and Southeast Asia alone
require $144 billion per year in clean
energy investments until 2025. To put
this in perspective, the current level
of renewable energy investments in
developing Asian countries only
amounts to $8 billion per year, the
vast majority of which comes from
the private sector. Needless to say
there is a significant funding gap to
fulfill investment in the region's clean
energy needs. The report, "Fast Out
of the Gate: How Developing Asian
Countries Can Prepare to Access
International
Green
Growth

Financing" 1 was commissioned by
USAID to identify both public and
private sources of climate financing
in developing Asia.
To achieve the scale of investment
required, developing country
governments and international
sources of public finance will need to
deploy scarce public finance in ways
that leverage an unprecedented
amount of private sector investment.
This will require that governments
put in place the appropriate enabling
conditions to attract scaled-up
investment and enable greater
private sector participation. This is
commonly referred to as "market
readiness".
Market readiness includes having
plans and targets for low-carbon
energy, institutional capacity to
effectively implement climate
change and energy policies, laws
supporting investment in low-carbon
energy, and regulatory and fiscal
instruments like feed-in-tariffs to
help mitigate risks. It also means that

According to US Agency
for International
Development (USAID),
India and Southeast Asia
alone require $144 billion
per year in clean energy
investments until 2025.

Jem Porcaro

KNOWLEDGE SHARING

developers have the capacity to
prepare bankable projects and that
the financial sector is stable and can
offer innovative financial products
like climate bonds to support lowcarbon energy.
When put in place, these enabling
conditions can pave the way for scaled
up private and public investments.
India is a case and point. India has
consistently been the largest recipient
of private sector financing,
representing between 80-90% of total
renewable energy investments
among developing Asian countries.2
This has been driven largely by
India's
favorable
regulatory
environment and investment climate
for wind energy. Energy efficiency is
also rapidly growing in India, due to
a series of policy and institutional
reforms enacted in the 1990s and the
mainstreaming of energy efficiency
targets and policies into India's
development agenda in the 2000s.
Contrary to conventional wisdom,
clean energy is important to Asia's
welfare and can be financed, provided
the appropriate enabling conditions
exist. The dramatic increase in clean
energy investment in India serves as
a positive example for other countries
in
developing
Asia,
and
demonstrates the truth of the old
adage: "success starts with being
ready".
– Jem Porcaro,
Senior Project Manager,
Nexant, Thailand

1 http://lowemissionsasia.org/sites/default/files/pdf_file/fast-out-gate-vol-1.pdf
2 Bloomberg Clean Energy Finance data for 2010-2012 as cited in "Fast Out of the Gate: How Developing Asian Countries
Can Prepare to Access International Green Growth Financing".
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Challenges at Fiji: A Round up from Bangkok

T

his is a round up note picking up
proactive issue of loss and
damage related to adaptation
discussed at Conference on
Adaptation and Loss and Damage
Associated with Climate Change in
Asia and the Pacific: Integrating
Scientific Aspects on August 29—31,
2013 in Thailand. The note is intended
to generate discussions at UNFCCC
meet at Fiji. Though I draw from the
discussions and documents the views
are my own.
• Loss and damage suffered due to
climate change cannot be ignored
any more. Not only they must
be recognized, but also
measured, and managed.
• The recognition has to be builds
on consensus among the
authorities, civil society,
scientists, and the communities
themselves.
• The measurement of loss and
damage is not easy, but it is also
not difficult nearing impossible.
So the efforts must be made
immediately to measure losses
related to income, assets as well

•

as basic services such as health,
education, finance, roads, water,
and sanitation. Shelter is offers
both, a basic services as well as a
productive asset in Asia Pacific.
The purpose of managing loss
and damage is to find ways to
reduce from and built resilience
of communities. This cannot be
done without support from UN
and international financial

•

•

institutes. Just because we have
imagined that there is a big
dragon named "Polluter Pays" in
a room we cannot avoid entering
the house of loss and damage
itself, said Saleemul Huq of
International Institute for
Environment and Development
(IIED).
Insurance companies should
come forward to support loss and
damage caused by climate
change so as to reduce, transfer,
pool, and avoids the risk,
especially risk of slow onset
disasters.
The disasters are not only of
importance to the UNFCCC but
also the processes of redefining
Hyogo Framework for Action
(HFA) by International Strategy
for Disaster Reduction (ISDR)
and the work from Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) to
Sustainable Development Goals.
Active support of ISDR and
UNDP are key to taking loss and
damage discussions.
– Mihir R. Bhatt

Group photos on the International conference on Adaptation and Loss and Damage, August 29-31, 2013.
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Smart and Resilient Villages
Self-sustaining eco-villages require primary inputs in health,
education, enterprise, commitment to human rights,
participatory decision making, managing resources within
changing environment and governance.

O

ver the years the debates around
the
desirability
and
possibilities
of
sustainable
communities has taken place against
the background of five linked
phenomenon: climate change,
urbanization, economic growth
globalization and disaster risk
reduction—all within a democratic
framework. Self-sustaining ecovillages require primary inputs in
health, education, enterprise,
commitment to human rights,
participatory decision making,
managing resources within changing
environment and governance. This
can only be achieved by optimizing
natural resources through better
management of natural resources,
cost effective energy provision,
intensive and innovative agricultural
and animal husbandry practices,
communication
connectivity,
livelihood opportunities within the
villages and a commitment to social
development. In our understanding
sustainable villages are SMART and
Resilient villages; sustenance being
through the support of local bodies–
panchayats and municipal bodies.
'Smart Villages and Resilient' implies
an ecosystem that integrates all the
public institutions that are
responsible and accountable,
resources needed, services to be
rendered, the service delivery
technologies and mechanisms and a
potential to revive itself after a
disaster. Several frameworks and
experimentations are going on to
create "Smart villages and Resilient'",
September 2013

however the concept is yet to be
standardized. Moreover we have not
been able to identify and define the
scope of local governments–
panchayats and municipalities in
aiding their creation.
As
new
age
development
organization– 'Hand in Hand', we see
the concept of smart village and
resilient not only from the point of
view of safe infrastructure,
organizations and government set up
to provide basic amenities to the
people but also in terms of
community
based
self-help
promotion systems, information/
business centers, arrangements of
microfinance
services,
communication
systems
and
networks that are conducive for
livelihoods, microenterprises and
socio-economic growth of people
living in the villages. The
organization has designed and
piloted the Village Upliftment
Programme (VUP) to create and
build self-reliant communities that
bring
about
an
integrated
development in villages. Considering
community-based approach as a
social imperative to achieve success
and sustainability, Hand in Hand is
partnering with local stakeholders,
including
the
panchayat
representatives, villagers and other
government and non-governmental
organizations in implementing
development initiatives.
– Jeyaseelan N
Hand in Hand India, Chennai
(Source: solutionexchange-un.net.in)
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KNOWLEDGE SHARING

Insights from Victim
Children

T

he following are my notes on
some of the new and not yet
discussed ideas that came up in my
discussion.
I have observed that the victims
develop two types of contacts. One
is "being in touch" but without the
physical touch. Each victim wants
to be on his or her own, be treated
as individual, but in link or contact
with others: more like a garland and
less like a bunch of flowers. There
is power and pleasure in a group or
"bunch" approach but there is also
loss of identity and sense of self that
is vital to recovering victim.
When does your mind rest? I have
asked this question to thousand
victims. When your mind clears?
And one thing that repeatedly
comes up is the good wholesome
food. "Wholesome food leads to
wholesome mind". Victims have
made this link again and again.
Also, "clean income" and that is
income that is not harming any one
or taking away income of others but
is in fact leading to more income
for all. This concept has come up
again and again from tsunami or
flood or cyclone victims.
"Kaivalyam"
When mind is happy. And when
one feels happy with one's self and
when are feels happy with all others
one meets. Happy does not mean
ha-ho or cheerful but like a calm
lake water, clean, deep, fresh, and
like giving.
Respect, not love.
Ekagra: only one (from many
thoughts) is ahead.
– Mihir R. Bhatt
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