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THEMATIC

COP21 Paris: Now What?

T

he negotiations at the 21st
Conference of Parties (COP21) in
Paris have yielded a historic agreement
that promises to shape not only the
global strategy for cutting emissions,
but also the way we live on this planet.
In bringing together competing
interests and disparate voices from the
developing and developed nations of
the world, this agreement provides an
unprecedented opportunity for
pursuing the imperative of climate
justice through united and meaningful
action. However, without concerted
efforts to realize the vision of the Paris
Agreement, this historic opportunity
might be squandered.

The first area is private investment.
Private investment must flow towards
the items on COP21 agreement
agenda. Some items-solar energy and
green technologies-are obvious
choices for more direct private
investment, but there are other items
where private investment can be
profitable as well as bring about
ecological prosperity. A GIS based
INDC management system is one such
possible area for private investment
where information technology
industry investments can come in to
lift the management of INDCs from
possible delay to real time and from

tedious paper records to a convenient"
click away".
A newer role of the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in
shaping what East Asia does to
implement COP21 agreement is
important. Similarly, Indian private
investments can benefit not only from
India's market but also from the
ASEAN-wide market for INDC
management and implementation.
Regional power transmission is
another area where private sector
investment can play an active role in
making COP21 implementation
harmonious across the region. Solar
and wind and other renewable
powers must be transmitted across
South Asia for effective and timely use
to fuel economic growth.
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India has already won the admiration
of the world by announcing its
ambitious Intended Nationally

Determined Contributions (INDCs). It
is now time to take sincere steps to
redeem this pledge. Substantive
actions in the following four areas can
help India to meet its targeted INDCs.
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The aforementioned initiatives will be
more effective with capital market
reform programmes that define and
strengthen the investments in green
and clean areas of the economy. As a
regional network, the Climate Action
Network South Asia (CANSA)has
vociferously advocated the cause of
zero emissions. It can make sure that
above investments create clean and
green jobs for youth in countries like
India and Brazil.
The second area is public
accountability. The most effective way
to ensure the accountability for the
actions taken and the money spent—
international or national—is to make
communities central to COP21
implementation
in
India.
Communities can be made central to
the implementation of COP21 in the
following ways:
• Evolution
of
suitable
administrative structures which
empower communities to observe
and report emissions to the
concerned authorities.
• Leveraging on the work of Climate
and Development Knowledge
Network (CDKN). CDKN has
championed the cause of climate
compatible development in India
through active community
engagement. Good practices and
approaches from CDKN's previous
work can be built upon to have a
meaningful
community
participation in the INDC
implementation process in India.
• Greater emphasis on the promotion
of community based irrigation and
forest rehabilitation systems.
• Facilitating greater rural urban
water integration.
• Rethinking information and
communication technologies for
competitive INDC implementation.
• Promotion of climate compatible
urban planning, wherein, adequate
urban infrastructure is developed
for climate sensitive urban
solutions such 'car free zones'.
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In bringing together
competing interests and
disparate voices from
the developing and
developed nations of the
world, the COP 21
agreement provides an
unprecedented
opportunity for pursuing
the imperative of
climate justice through
united and meaningful
action.
The third area is learning and
knowledge management. India has
already taken many innovative
initiatives across cities and villages
that can easily be upscaled for the
implementation of the COP21
agreement. One reason why this is not
happening more is that India is not
learning fast enough to make use of
the results of these initiatives.
Electricity grid strengthening is one
such area. CDKN has done some work
on this in Bihar with TARA and
cKinetics. Far more can be drawn from
such experiences. Innovations like
these must be mainstreamed in
knowledge and learning in higher
education.
Similarly, the power of good data
needs to be leveraged. Good data
forms the cornerstone of good
knowledge systems. Robust poverty
and social analyses based on good
data can massively add to the existing
knowledge and help in easily
achieving the ambitious targets of
India's INDCs.
The fourth area is cities. Transforming
urban infrastructure for greener cities
was a recurring theme at COP21.
Prakash Javadekar, India's minister
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for Environment, Forests and Climate
Change, has clearly said before and
after COP21 that the way cities live
and function will have to change for
the benefit of all. This change may be
slow or in phases, but it must be
effective. India hopes to pursue the
imperative of greener and cleaner
cities with two of its flagship urban
renewal programmes known as
AMRUT and SMART Cities Mission.
Adequate investment in greener and
cleaner urban solutions will play a key
role in the implementation of COP21
agreement in India.
India is taking an active lead in
championing the cause of urban
resilience in South Asia. This is critical
because not only is South Asia
extremely vulnerable to multiple
hazards, the crumbling infrastructure
of its cities greatly amplifies the risk
of such hazards precipitating into
disasters. Climate change has added
another dimension to the existing
risks by making South Asian cities
more vulnerable to climate extremes.
Therefore, disaster risk reduction
(DRR) and climate change adaptation
(CCA) have become increasingly
intertwined in the region. The Paris
Agreement adds the required urgency
to engender a meaningful and
effective integration between DRR
and CCA in South Asia. India can take
the lead to engender such an
integration in the region by
advocating the evolution of green and
sustainable cities.
The aforementioned four areas for
action are indicative not exhaustive,
as far more areas will emerge in the
due course of time. The COP 21 has
paved the way for a greener and
sustainable future, the onus is now on
India and the world to walk this path.
After the Paris agreement, the
question is 'Now what'? Action! seems
to be the resounding answer to this
question.
– Mihir R. Bhatt
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Renewable Energy for Climate Justice

P

resident Hollande, Excellencies,

The pain of Paris is yet to heal. So, I
speak in admiration for your resilience
and resolve. And, I salute the world
for standing, in full strength, with
France and Paris.
Over the next few days, we will decide
the fate of this planet. We do so when
the consequences of the industrial age
powered by fossil fuel are evident,
especially on the lives of the poor.
The prosperous still have a strong
carbon footprint. And, the world's
billions at the bottom of the
development ladder are seeking space
to grow.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke at the COP21 climate conference,
Nov. 30, 2015. – Associated Press
subsidies; switching sources of fuel
where possible; and, transforming
cities and public transportation.

Equity means that national
commitments must be consistent with
the carbon space nations occupy.
We also need a strong Agreement on
Adaptation and Loss and Damage.

Democratic India must grow rapidly
to meet the aspirations of 1.25 billion
people, 300 million of whom are
without access to energy.

We hope advanced nations will
assume ambitious targets and pursue
them sincerely. It is not just a question
of historical responsibility. They also
have the most room to make the cuts
and make the strongest impact.

We are determined to do so, guided
by our ancient belief that people and
planet are inseparable; that human
well being and Nature are indivisible.

And, climate justice demands that,
with the little carbon space we still
have, developing countries should
have enough room to grow.

So, we have set ambitious targets. By
2030, we will reduce emissions by 33
to 35% per cent of 2005 levels, and
produce 40 per cent of our power from
non-fossil fuels.

This also means aggressive mitigation
action by developed countries before
2020, including ratification of 2nd
Commitment period of Kyoto
Protocol, removing conditions and
revisiting targets.

So, the choices are not easy. But, we
have awareness and technology. We
now need national will and a genuine
global partnership.

We will achieve it by expanding
renewable energy - for, example, by
adding 175 Gigawatts of renewable
generation by 2022. We will enlarge
our forest cover to absorb at least 2.5
billion tonnes worth of carbon dioxide.
We are reducing dependence on fossil
fuel through levies and reduction in
4

The principles of equity and common
but differentiated responsibilities
must remain the bedrock of our
collective enterprise across all areas mitigation, adaptation and means for
implementation. Anything else would
be morally wrong.
southasiadisasters.net

Developed countries must fulfill their
responsibility to make clean energy
available, affordable and accessible to
all in the developing world. This is in
our collective interest.
So, we look to the developed countries
to mobilize 100 billion US Dollars
annually by 2020 for mitigation and
adaptation in the developing
countries. They must fulfill their
commitment in a credible, transparent
and meaningful manner.
Energy is a basic human need. So, we
need an ambitious technology
initiative, driven by a public purpose,
not just market incentives. This includes
intellectual property. For this, we need
to scale up Green Climate Fund.
We still need conventional energy. We
should make it clean, not impose an
end to its use. And, there should be
December 2015

no place for unilateral steps that
become economic barriers for others.
We welcome stocktaking that is
transparent, covers both support and
commitments, and based on
differentiation. Ultimately, for
success, moderating our lifestyle is
necessary, and possible, for a low
carbon future.

Excellencies,
The presence of 196 countries tells us
that we have a chance to unite behind
a common purpose.
We will succeed if we have the
wisdom and courage to craft a
genuinely collective partnership that

balances responsibilities and capabilities
with aspirations and needs. I am
confident that we will.
Statement by H.E. Mr. Narendra
Modi, Prime Minister of India, at the 21st
Conference of the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC)
Source: https://unfccc.int/meetings/
paris_nov_2015/items/9331.php

Flexibility and Foresight for Meaningful Action
mass transport systems and
expansion of hydro-electricity
potential, are already part of our
development strategy.
For the effective implementation of
our national programs …. finance,
technology transfer, and capacity
building remain key enablers.

H

.E President Francois Hollande,
H.E Secretary General Ban Kimoon, Excellencies, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

States with deep carbon footprints and
history of large emissions should take
the greatest responsibility in
redressing the situation.

I am pleased to join leaders from
around the world in this beautiful city.
Paris has long been a symbol of
human endeavor and enterprise. It
also epitomizes human resilience in
the face of adversity.

Pakistan believes that a comprehensive and meaningful climate change
agreement must be anchored around
the principle of 'Common but
Differentiated Responsibilities'.

We are meeting at a defining juncture;
a crossroads that offers both a historic
opportunity to act against the threat
of Climate Change, and a strong
global will to take that course. This is
all the more important for countries
like Pakistan, whose contribution to
global warming is minimal, yet it
remains one of the most vulnerable to
its adverse effects.
Stemming the tide of climate change
is a global challenge that requires
collective action. Our responsibilities,
however, are not evenly spread.
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The agreement should be cognizant of
the needs of the developing countries
in pursuit of economic growth and
development. It should also be holistic
in scope and ambition, by taking a
balanced view between mitigation
and adaptation aspects. An effective
'Loss & Damage' mechanism also needs
to be incorporated into the Agreement.
Pakistan is committed to the cause of
reducing global emissions. Several
mitigation initiatives, including
promotion of affordable renewable
technologies, measures towards
energy efficiency, implementation of
southasiadisasters.net

As the main financial delivery
mechanism of the agreement, the
Green Climate Fund (GCF) holds the
potential to provide a powerful
stimulus towards low-carbon and
carbon-resilient
development
solutions. We would also need to
ensure transparency in support
provided to the developing countries.
Ladies and Gentlemen!
Pakistan remains committed to the
development of a responsive global
climate governance framework.
Having made major strides towards
this goal, what is now required is the
right mix of flexibility and foresight
by all parties, to secure convergence
on all outstanding issues. In our
deliberations today, we are
encouraged by the positive affirmation
of support to this objective.
Pakistan looks forward to working
closely with our global partners
towards an Agreement, which enjoys
both strong political ownership and
broad social acceptability. I thank you.
Statement by H.E. Mr. Nawaz Sharif,
Prime Minister of Pakistan, at COP 21
Source: https://unfccc.int/meetings/
paris_nov_2015/items/9331.php
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Climate Finance for Effective Adaptation

M

r. President, Excellencies,
Ladies & Gentlemen,

We are gathered here today, in this
great city of Paris, which was
threatened just weeks ago by senseless
violence unleashed on the innocent.
As I salute the people of this city for
their resilience, I am heartened by the
unity of purpose with which we meet
here today. We meet in peace and with
compassion, to discuss and decide on
ways to secure our only common
home, this fragile Planet that we call
Earth, for our future generations.
The impact of Climate Change
threatens our very survival. In Sri
Lanka, the adverse impacts are
already obvious.
Domestically, we have developed a
'National Climate Change Policy' and
prepared a 'National Climate Change
Adaptation Strategy'. To implement
these strategies, Sri Lanka's
requirements could be approximated
at around 500 million US dollars. We
hope that there will be a common
commitment to increase finance above
100 billion US dollars as agreed in
Copenhagen in 2009, including
through the Green Climate Fund, to
especially help vulnerable developing
countries prepare for climate impacts.
We have embarked on the challenging
task of moving away from fossil-fuelbased energy, towards renewable
energy.
We have already agreed to the
proposed 2nd commitment period of
the Kyoto Protocol. Our "Intended
Nationally
Determined
Contributions" (INDCs) have been
submitted and we endorse the Manila6

Paris Declaration of the Climate
Vulnerable Forum.

-

It is our vision to emerge as a leader
in global eco-civilization by:
• Protecting nature, by limiting the
use of natural resources to be
within the sustainable ecological
capacity of the country;
• Respecting critical social and
environmental limits when
striving for economic prosperity;
and
• Building the resilience of
vulnerable communities in the
country by encouraging climate
change mitigation through
implementation of adaptation
measures.

-

Mr. President,
Reaching a new Climate Change
Agreement in Paris is of utmost
importance to humankind.

-

-

should not hinder sustainable
development
agenda
of
developing countries;
should focus on building
resilience and include strong
accountability and assessment
measures that are transparent;
should enhance the provision of
financing,
technology
development, and transfer and
capacity building by developed
countries
to
developing
countries; and
should to send a strong signal of
commitment by the world
leaders, especially to businesses
and financial markets.

We must seize this unique
opportunity in Paris to create a
turning point by recognising our
universal responsibility to protect and
safeguard our fragile planet for the
benefit of all.
Thank you.

The Paris Agreement, which would be
applicable to all,
should be in line with the UN
Convention on Climate Change,
its principles and provisions;
southasiadisasters.net

Statement by H.E. Mr. Maithripala
Sirisena, President of Sri Lanka, at COP
21.
Source: https://unfccc.int/meetings/
paris_nov_2015/items/9331.php
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Historic, but Room for more Ambition

C

ommenting on COP 21, India’s
Minister for Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Mr. Prakash
Javadekar said that the agreement
could have been more ambitious as the
actions of developed nations are "far
below" than their historical
responsibilities and fair shares.
India on Saturday hailed as "historic"
the adoption of a legally-binding pact
seeking to limit global warming to
well below 2 degrees Celsius but said
the deal could have been more
ambitious had the developed nations
shouldered
more
historical
responsibilities.
Noting that the agreement
acknowledges and recognises the
development imperatives of India and
other developing countries, Mr.
Javadekar said the accord also
supported their right to development
and their efforts to harmonise
development with environment,
while protecting the interests of the
most vulnerable.
"Today is a historic day. What we have
adopted is not only an agreement but
a new 'chapter of hope' in the lives of
7 billion people. Mahatma Gandhiji
used to say that 'we have not inherited
earth from our ancestors, but we have
it on loan from future generations,"
Javadekar said.
"This is historic because it was not
easy that all countries will agree to a
reasonable and ambitious deal. This
has given a new hope, a new lease of
life," he said.
"We have today reassured our future
generation that we all together will
mitigate the challenge posed by
December 2015

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar, left, speaks with United Nations Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon prior to a bilateral meeting at the COP21, United Nations
Climate Change Conference, in Le Bourget, north of Paris. (Source: AP)
climate change and we will give them
a better future," the Minister said at
the plenary session after the
agreement was adopted, ending 13days of tough negotiations.
Javadekar, however, also said the
agreement could have been more
ambitious as the actions of developed
nations are "far below" than their
historical responsibilities and fair
shares.
"The actions of developed countries
are far below their historical
responsibilities and fair shares. We
have in the spirit of compromise
agreed on a number of phrases in the
agreement," he said.
Javadekar said the conference also
witnessed the launch of the historic
International Solar Alliance under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi which he termed as
"path breaking" in providing
unprecedented boost to solar energy
development.
southasiadisasters.net

He said that India was happy that the
agreement has "unequivocally"
acknowledged the imperative of
climate justice, which reflects common
sentiment and has based itself on the
principles of equity and common but
differentiated responsibilities.
"The agreement also acknowledges
the importance of sustainable
lifestyles
and
sustainable
consumption patterns. We are also
happy
that
the
agreement
differentiates between the actions of
developed and developing countries
across its elements," Javadekar said.
Noting that India has consistently said
that the path to climate ambition must
be paved with equity, he said that the
accord has recognised it.
"While give and take is normal in
negotiations, we are of the opinion
that the agreement could have been
more ambitious. We share the concern
of several friends that this agreement
does not put us on the path to prevent
7

temperature rise below 2 degrees,"
Javadekar said.
India was engaged constructively and
in good faith throughout the course
of the negotiations while it was also a
part of several groupings of
developing countries, including
BASIC, LMDCs and G-77 and China
and support their statements.
"For us, this agreement is yet another
step in a journey we have already
started. I hope that Paris will mark the
new beginning, where commitments
made will be fulfilled," Javadekar said.
"It is India's hope that the Paris
Agreement will fulfil the wishes of
Mahatma Gandhi who said 'We
should care for a world we will not
see'," he said while thanking as well
as congratulating French Presidency
for its vision and patience.
Later, Javadekar told reporters that it
is a historic day because it gives a new
hope to the future generation that the
world will act collectively and give
them a better earth for their future.
"Today I hope that the commitments
made are fulfilled. This will be a new
beginning. Paris has succeeded. It was
under terror attacks last month. This

month Paris has proved that the world
comes together and that is the answer
to mitigate the challenge posed by
climate change," Javadekar said.

proactively engaged with the world
and ensured that on small differences,
we worked together and now there is
this agreement," he said.

Asked if compromises were done,
Javadekar said the need was to be
"accommodative" without changing
the thrust of the agreement.

An official statement said that the
Paris Agreement for the first time
brings all nations into a common
cause based on their historic, current
and future responsibilities.

"To achieve big things as there are
languages and many issues, when 196
countries are putting their efforts
together, you need to be
accommodative without changing the
thrust of the agreement. We have done
everything to maintain that thrust," he
said.

The universal agreement's main aim
is to keep a global temperature rise
this century well below 2 degrees
Celsius and to drive efforts to limit the
temperature increase even further to
1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels.

It will be continuous work from here
till 2020 to have new mechanisms. At
the same time, all nations are bound
by INDCs and they will be reporting.

On the crucial financing issue,
developed countries agreed to muster
at least USD 100 billion a year from
2020 to help developing nations.

He said that there were no obligations
for developing countries as the
agreement has differentiated
treatment which is logical.

To reach these ambitious and
important goals, appropriate financial
flows will be put in place, thus making
stronger action by developing
countries and the most vulnerable
possible, in line with their own
national objectives.

"Paris is an absolute success. It is a
great victory for humanity. We have
been successful to keep our national
interest alive, at the same time to
arrive at a compromise, we

Source: http://indianexpress.com/
article/india/india-news-india/cop21historic-but-agreement-could-have-beenmore-ambitious-says-javadekar/

ANALYSIS

Sunita Narain Highlights the Hits and Misses
of Paris Climate Deal

T

he agreement has come after an
intense
two
weeks
of
negotiations and represents a lot of
compromises made, particularly by
developing countries.
The much-awaited Paris Agreement
on climate change was adopted by all
members of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) on Saturday. The
8

Agreement will now be open for
ratification by each member nation
from April 2016 onwards. Some
highlights from the draft text:
Achievements for developing countries
• To get the agreement under
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC); and a specific
mention of the fact that this
southasiadisasters.net

•

•

agreement will be guided by
principles, including the principle
of Common but Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR) in the
light of national circumstances.
The implementation of the
Agreement will reflect equity and
CBDR.
Enhanced support will allow for
enhanced level of ambition for
developing Parties.
December 2015

•

•
•

•

•

While developed countries take
absolute economy-wide emission
reduction targets; developing
countries will enhance mitigation
efforts but are encouraged to
move towards economy-wide
reduction in the light of national
circumstances.
Climate justice has been noted as
important for some concepts.
Recognition of the need for
sustainable lifestyles and
sustainable
patterns
of
consumption and production
with developed countries Parties
taking the lead to address climate
change.
There is differentiation in finance
— developed country Parties are
required to provide financial
resources to assist developing
country Parties for mitigation and
adaptation.
Global stocktake will be done in
light of equity and the best
available science.

Mitigation, review and reporting to
get rid of 'differentiation'
• There is no difference now
between Parties that are required
to undertake and communicate
ambitious action; the efforts of all
Parties will represent a
progression over time.
• All Parties have to report
Intended Nationally Determined
Contributions or INDCs every
five years.
• There is no differentiation in
reporting,
inventory
of
greenhouse gases and progress
made in implementation of
INDCs (only words of flexibility
provided but not defined).
• There is no differentiation in the
measuring, reporting and
verification (MRV) provision. It is
universal and exists in the form
of a technical expert review on
reporting and progress. It only
says that for all it will be
facilitative, non-punitive and
respectful
of
national
sovereignty.
December 2015

•

The stocktake is universal — for
aggregate actions — and will
happen in 2023 and every five
years henceforth.

Finance
• Developed countries shall
provide funds for mitigation and
adaptation - but the floor of US
$100 billion has been removed
from the Agreement. It still exists
in the decision.
• Other parties are encouraged to
provide such support voluntarily.
Loss and Damage
• A mechanism is established but
the decision says this will not
involve or provide basis for
compensation or liability.
Trading mechanism created
• Market mechanism is established
and this is worse because now we
have legal commitment to reduce
emissions (through INDCs) and
a commitment to enhance actions.
Now with trading mechanism,
developed countries will be
allowed to buy cheap emission
reduction options, which leaves
the developing countries with
even less options to reduce. So,
we are taking on double work we reduce to account for our
INDC and we reduce to meet
their obligations under their
INDC.
southasiadisasters.net

Ambition and carbon budget
There will be ratcheting up without
principle of fair use of carbon budget
established. As per the decisions:
• In 2018, an Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
report on 1.5 degrees Celsius will
be done, which will clearly
establish the need for more
ambitious action.
• In 2018, a facilitative dialogue
will review collective.
• In 2020, there will be huge pressure
on us to revise our INDCs.
• Then as the text says, by 2025,
massive enhancement of
ambition will be required - this
recognises that the carbon budget
will be exhausted.
• By 2025, no differentiation will
exist as actions of developed and
developing countries will have to
be enhanced, given the need to
keep the world below 1.5 degree
Celsius.
• In 2020 and then again in 2025,
all countries will be required to
revise and update INDCs based
on this new science. By then, the
global carbon budget would have
been appropriated.
• Without a clear reference to the
carbon budget, the actions to
progressively enhance ambition
will fall on all countries and could
shift the burden to developing
countries.
(Source: http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/
paris-climate-deal-hits-and-misses-52132)
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OPINION

CDKN on Paris Agreement

T

he Paris agreement frames future
economic development pathways
for the least developed and most
climate vulnerable countries as an
element of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Critically,
it will increase the flow of additional
public and private finance for
vulnerable countries for both low
carbon and climate resilient
investments. Ambition, including the
pathway towards a possible 1.5
degree limit and five-yearly reviews,
will be played out through the
national climate plans (the INDCs).
Implementation will need to begin
immediately and ramp up. The
agreement in Paris is encouraging but
if ambition does not continue to
increase in future years, then the
achievement of a 1.5 or even a 2 degree
target — and many of the SDGs — will
be in danger. Reflections on the
opportunity and challenges ahead are
given below by CDKN's global,
regional and country team leads.
– Sam Bickersteth, CDKN's Chief
Executive, introduces commentary on
the Paris Agreement from CDKN's
teams around the world.
***
"The Paris Agreement has delivered
a universal and ambitious plan to halt
dangerous climate change. This is an
historic moment for the world and a
life line to those climate-vulnerable
countries and small island states on
the front line of climate change.
However, it is now up to us all to grab
this life line and deliver the action
needed to meet the challenging target
of limiting warming to 1.5o C and
provide the international support
climate-vulnerable countries need to
protect themselves against the impacts
10

we have already locked in. The
Presidency's skilful handling and
diplomacy has not only ensured a deal
was delivered but also that all voices
- especially those of the poorest and
most vulnerable that are often not so
loud - were heard. Merci, Paris."
– KiranSura, CDKN's Head of
Negotiations Support
***
"The Paris Agreement is a muchneeded shot in the arm for everyone
who has been working to champion
climate issues, ever since the
disappointments of Copenhagen.
From exhausted negotiators to
passionate civil society activists, the
relief coming out of Paris is palpable.
The hugging and whooping in the
Conference Hall spoke volumes for
the emotional response of many
around the world who have put their
combined shoulders to this huge and
heavy wheel, which at times has felt
hopelessly mired in disagreements
and wrangling. The wheel is finally
moving, and the elation that so many
of us feel is testament to the passion
and
commitment
that
has
underpinned all the hard work up to
now. There is a great deal more work
to be done, starting today. But let's
celebrate this moment of jubilation in
Paris, and cherish the inspiration it
provides us for the long road ahead."
– Geoff Barnard, CDKN's Senior
Knowledge Management Advisor
***
"Congratulations to the governments
who rose above their differences in
Paris and responded to climate
experts' warnings about the dangers
of a 2 degree world. They have
recognised that radical action on
southasiadisasters.net

climate change is needed to achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals
and protect the lives and prospects of
the world's poorest people.
Reining in dangerous levels of
warming calls for astonishing reserves
of human ingenuity - but this effort
does not happen in a void. CDKN is
among the many alliances that have
already been trying and testing
approaches to climate compatible
development for several years:
approaches to curbing emissions
while achieving greater climate
resilience and human development.
CDKN doesn't have all the answers,
but we are committed to sharing best
practices as well as beautiful failures;
we do this in our new book
'Mainstreaming Climate Compatible
Development', which summarises the
first five years of CDKN's experience.
We hope others will join us in this
spirit of expanding and strengthening
knowledge networks, to empower
everyone for the opportunities and
challenges ahead."
– Mairi Dupar, CDKN's Global Public
Affairs Coordinator
***
"The Paris Agreement is both a big
step forward and a frustrating
shortcoming. Its success will depend
on the implementation of voluntary
INDC targets. For African countries
implementation will require more
refined strategies and innovative
finance. Realising low (avoided
future) emission development
strategies will be a priority across the
continent, and the sooner the better.
Countries with heavy fossil-fuel use
will need to grapple with the
implications for their economies. The
increased climate finance pledges, and
December 2015

particularly adaptation aid, is a
victory but will fall short of the need.
The financial implications of the loss
and damage clause are still to be
determined, and Africa will
participate keenly in that process."
– Carl Wesselink, CDKN's Regional
Director for Africa
***
"The new global climate agreement
adopted in Paris represents important
progress towards addressing the
climate change that is currently
threatening human survival on this
planet. For the least developed
countries that are highly vulnerable,
the Paris Agreement brings hope for
accessing climate finance to invest in
adaptation that will build climate
resilient economies, communities and
ecosystems. In particular, the
establishment of a technical and
knowledge platform under the
Nairobi work programme on impacts,
vulnerability and adaptation to
climate change is crucial for capacity
building. By supporting countryowned and country-driven adaptation
actions, the implementation of the
Agreement will contribute to poverty
reduction, which is crucial to building
climate resilience and ensuring
sustainable development. It is time to
build on this momentum to work for
the achievement of the global
Sustainable Development Goals."
– Revocatus Twinomuhangi,
CDKN's Senior Strategic Advisor for
Uganda
***
"For the Latin American and
Caribbean Region, the Paris
Agreement rises above the different
views of sub-regional groups towards
a common objective for a low carbon
and resilient future. We celebrate this
historic moment and acknowledge the
trust our governmental leaders have
put in an organised and cooperative
international context that will
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facilitate climate finance to our region.
We are proud of the three Latino
figureheads who paved the road
towards the Paris Agreement: the
Peruvian Minister of Environment,
Manuel Pulgar Vidal, responsible for
the 20th COP Presidency and who
worked for achieving consensus
among Parties. The Argentinian Pope
Francisco with the presentation of the
encyclical "Laudato Si" on climate and
environment and by directly talking
with Presidents and mayors for their
support to achieve an Agreement; and
finally, Christina Figueres from Costa
Rica, as Executive Director of the
UNFCCC, who orchestrated all the
support needed for negotiations to
happen."
– Connie Espinosa, CDKN's Regional
Director for Latin America and the
Caribbean
***
"After the excitement of the signature
of the Paris agreement, Ban Ki Moon
stated that "we shall all stay united
and bring the same spirit to the crucial
test of implementation". The Paris
agreement sets for the first time a long
term goal for every country that has
committed to achieve its INDC. In the
case of Latin America and the
Caribbean, our overall emissions
account for 11% of the world's
emissions, mostly related to
deforestation and land use change
followed by energy including
transport. In this emerging region, in
a business as usual (BAU) scenario,
the trend is to shift to a more carbonintensive economy that looks similar
to the current developed economies.
However, the challenge is to grow and
decarbonise our economies at the
same time. In this context, the LAC
region has great challenges such as
preserving the Amazon, the world's
biggest forest and managing land use
change and agriculture in a more
climate compatible manner. In terms
of energy, 92% of the region is
interconnected (OLADE, 2010).
southasiadisasters.net

However, a large effort is needed to
transition from oil and coaldependent economies and achieve
energy efficiency as well as leapfrog
to alternative energies. In terms of
transport, the region still lacks
infrastructure and has the opportunity
to develop resilient and efficient
transport options. And finally, there
is a need to involve the industrial
sector in not only lowering their
emissions but helping in the overall
challenge of adaptation. Countries in
the LAC region will need to rethink
their long term vision of change,
uniting forces in order to emerge with
climate compatible economies."
– Claudia Martinez, CDKN's Senior
Strategic Advisor for Colombia
***
"At the heart of Paris Agreement is the
process and mechanism to increase
the ambition as part of periodic
reviews. The nations will meet every
five years to revise their national
action plans or what is generally
known as the INDC. CDKN can have
a genuine pride in having catalysed
and fostered the INDC process in
many, many ways - ranging from
helping some countries develop their
distinct contributions by adapting
unique methodologies and internal
processes, by supporting research and
investments in methodologies, by
developing toolkits for least
developed countries and by
supporting their participation in a
wide range of capacity building and
training exercises. CDKN has also
galvanised support for INDC
implementation, which we hope will
serve as an important building block
for the implementation of the historic
Paris Agreement."
– Ali Sheikh, CDKN's Regional
Director for Asia
***
"Adoption of the Paris Agreement is
a historic landmark achievement of
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the global community. This
Agreement created an opportunity to
limit the temperature increase to 1.5
°C above pre-industrial levels by
taking into account of the objective of
the Convention, and being guided by
its principles, including the principle
of equity and Common But
Differentiated Responsibility (CBDR)
and Respective Capabilities (RC), in
the light of different national
circumstances. Inclusion of human
rights and climate justice in the
Agreement shall provide scope for
stronger argument for demanding
climate action for vulnerable.
However, the non-punitive nature of
compliance measure may be a serious
limiting factor for implementation of
the Agreement."
– Munjurul Khan, CDKN's Senior
Strategic Advisor for Bangladesh

"The Paris Agreement sets a target for
financial
commitments
from
developed countries, but it is important
to remember that what is needed for
the required transformational change
are trillions, not billions. The floor of
$100 billion per annum should be used
as a catalyst to accelerate the shift of
all resource flows towards climate
compatible options. Meeting this
commitment is doable, fossil fuel
subsidies alone amount to
significantly more and carbon
pollution can and should be priced.
Instead of only tracking flows from
developed to developing countries,
we should focus on ensuring the
effectiveness of the committed funds,
and support developing countries in
that endeavour."
– Ari Huhtala, CDKN's Deputy CEO
and Climate Finance Lead

***

***

"The Paris Agreement resonates with
CDKN's strong partnership work to
date, and the task ahead to continue
forging knowledge networks at the
subnational, country, regional, and
global levels. Partnerships will be
needed at all these levels to create the
disruptive change required for
enhanced pre-2020 action by
developing country Parties. Much
work needs to be done to innovate,
share lessons learned, and support
capacity development, before
reviewing and ratcheting up ambition
in the next five years. The road ahead
is long, and I look forward to
continuing with colleagues and
partners, old and new, on this
journey."
– Jebi Rahman, CDKN's Partnerships
and Networks Programme Manager
***

Source: http://cdkn.org/2015/12/opinion-response-from-cdkns-global-regional-and-country-leads-to-paris-agreement/
?loclang=en_gb

LESSONS LEARNED

Fleeing Floods, Earthquakes, Droughts and Rising Sea Levels

E

very year, millions of people are forcibly displaced by floods, tropical storms,
earthquakes, droughts, glacial melting, and other natural hazards. Many
find refuge within their own country but some have to move abroad. In the
context of climate change, such displacement is likely to increase. National and
international responses to this challenge are insufficient, and protection for
affected people remains inadequate.
Launched in October 2012 by the Governments of Norway and Switzerland,
the Nansen Initiative is a state-led, bottom-up consultative process intended to
build consensus on the development of an Agenda for the Protection of CrossBorder Displaced Persons in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change.
To feed the process with good practices and build a knowledge base, the Nansen
Initiative has held inter-governmental Regional Consultations and civil society
meetings in the Pacific, the Americas, Africa, Asia, and Europe to explore the
protection and assistance needs of people displaced across borders in the context
of disasters and the effects of climate change.
This booklet presents the main lessons learned and conclusions reached over
the course of this three-year consultative process.
Source: https://www.nanseninitiative.org/staff-member/fleeing-floods-earthquakes-droughts-and-rising-sea-levels-12-lessonslearned-about-protecting-people-displaced-by-disasters-and-the-effects-of-climate-change/
12
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OPINION

A Climate Agreement for a Resilient World

M

aking substantial reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions has
ceased to be simply an imperative and
has become a moral obligation for us
all, not only for the sake of future
generations but also for those on the
ground who are already suffering the
first consequences of climate change.
We are committed to this goal and
advocated strongly in favour of it at
the recently concluded World Climate
Conference.
The Paris Agreement will be the first
essential step towards reducing these
emissions as well as protecting these
populations. It will need to be
implemented through actions, with
immediate effect, in order to meet the
immense challenge that we are
already facing, namely to address the
impacts of climate change. Disaster
risk reduction measures urgently
need to be implemented, as per the
recommendations of the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction adopted in Japan in March
this year, if we are to successfully
address the negative effects of climate
change.
The drought that hit the United States,
provoking numerous fires all across
California, the heatwave that killed
over 2,500 people in India and
hundreds more in Pakistan with
temperatures approaching 50 degrees,
and the cyclones that devastated the
Caribbean this autumn, are
unfortunately just a preview of what
inevitably lies ahead.
Not to mention other less predictable
but no less alarming phenomena,
which go to make up what certain
experts are now calling "the new

normal", such as the recent torrential
rainfall in France which flooded a
number of towns in the Riviera in a
matter of hours, killing more than 20
residents; or in Japan, where
abnormally heavy rainfall compelled
over 100,000 people to abandon their
houses; or indeed in the Philippines,
when Typhoon Haiyan caused
nothing short of a tsunami, with
waves over five metres high.
From now on, all disaster risk
management policies must take due
account of these new phenomena,
including the known effects of El Niño
and the rather less well-understood
effects of the accelerated melting of the
Antarctic ice cap.
Since the tsunami in the Indian Ocean
that killed 230,000 people, many
countries have now equipped
themselves with multi-hazard early
warning systems and are now better
prepared for climate change. The
implementation of early warning
systems is one hazard reduction

measure that has proven its worth and
which has contributed considerably to
reducing the death toll associated with
climate-related disasters in a number
of countries over the last 10 years. The
large-scale deployment of such
systems is one of the seven targets of
the Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction.
But there is inequality here too: many
communities, including those in the
front line when it comes to rising
water or the violence of hurricanes,
are not yet to be equipped with
effective warning systems that will be
able to protect them.
The French early warning systems
initiative CREWS which was
announced 01 December in Paris.
Supported by the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, the
World Meteorological Organization
and the World Bank, will give small
developing island states and least
developed countries priority
assistance in building their capacity to

(Source: http://www.pina.com.fj/?p=pacnews&m=read&o=11100917275660a2e22c0b5390257c)
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improve their warning systems and
reduce their vulnerability to climatic
hazards.
The CREWS initiative was launched
by the French Foreign Affairs
Minister, Mr Laurent Fabius, at the
third international Conference on
risk reduction and was endorsed by
the G7 nations; it will help hundreds
of communities under threat to
protect themselves better .
Early warning systems are not the
only instruments available to reduce
the risks of climate-related disasters
and we are far from helpless in the
face of increasing climate-related
phenomena; we know what needs
to be done and we have solutions
to mitigate their effects. Land-use
planning, investment in durable
infrastructure, ecosystem protection
and poverty reduction policies all
potentially serve to reduce the
impact of climate change.
We now have enough knowledge,
know-how and expertise not only
to manage climatic effects to a
significant degree but also to avoid
creating new risks in the long term.
And this is surely no accident: 6 of
the 17 new sustainable development
goals relate directly to the
implementation of risk reduction
policies.
Paris is one necessary step, but not
the only one and we would like our
children to be able to live in a more
resilient and sustainable world of
tomorrow.
We need more political will, greater
commitment from the private sector
and increased global awareness
from the whole of civil society, in
order to achieve that which is still
possible,
namely
better
management of the avoidable.
– Margareta Wahlström,
UNISDR
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OPINION

Unicef Seeks Ambitious
Action On Climate Change

C

hildren are already paying a
heavy price for the world's
inaction on climate change, Unicef
said.
"The future of today's children,
particularly the most disadvantaged, is
at stake," said Unicef Executive
Director Anthony Lake, speaking at an
event at the 21st United Nations climate
change conference in Paris, known as
COP21. "Sadly, we are failing them.
Because today's children are
disproportionately bearing the brunt of
the effects of our changing climate.
They are paying for our failure with
their health and safety. With their
futures. And too often, with their lives."
A Unicef report 'Unless we act now —
The impact of climate change on
children' points out that climate
change brings more droughts, floods,
heatwaves and other severe weather
conditions, which contribute to the
increased spread of major killers of
children such as malnutrition, malaria
and diarrhoea. The report also shows
that over half a billion children live in
areas where floods are extremely
frequent, and thus are highly exposed
to climate change. Many of those
children are in countries with high
levels of poverty.

"We can no longer allow our collective
inaction on climate change to
perpetuate a vicious cycle that
condemns the most disadvantaged
children to lives with little hope, at the
mercy of disasters beyond their
control," Lake said.
In addition to cutting emissions, steps
need to be taken to reduce inequities
among children, Lake said, citing the
need for investments in health and
other essential services and in basic
infrastructure that can withstand
climate-related disasters.
"The path the world chooses here in
Paris will indelibly mark humanity's
future," Lake said. "History will judge
us. And most importantly, our children
will — and should — judge us for our
stewardship of the planet they will
inherit."
Lake spoke at an event jointly hosted
with the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development
(OECD), which featured discussions
amongst civil society and young people
about ways to reduce the impact of
climate risks on the most vulnerable
children.
Source: http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/
2015/12/10/cop21-unicef-calls-forambitious-action-on-climate-change/

Today’s children, and their
children, are the ones
who will live with the
consequences of climate
change. This report looks
at how children, and
particularly the most
vulnerable, are affected
and what concrete steps
need to be taken to
protect them.
for more: http://
www.unicef.org/publications/
index_86337.html
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OPINION

Let’s Lead in Zero Emission
Ela Bhatt who returned from COP21 in Paris calls for young and thinking Amdavadis to
make city the first in implementing the agreement

C

alling for Ahmedabad to lead the
way among 100 smart cities to
rush towards Zero Emission, Zero
Poverty Living, Self Employed
Women’s Association (SEWA)
founder Ela Bhatt said this will be
Gujarat’s offering to India and India’s
offering to the world.
Bhatt has returned after attending an
engaging and fruitful COP21 in Paris,
which she termed as special. “We as a
world were coming together to shape
not only a reduction in emission of
carbon from the use of fuel, but to me,
the way we live in coming centuries.”
Amdavadis must move to find ways
to implement the agreement, she said,
adding, “Over 400 cities have set
targets that could cut city emission to
half. I see that Ahmedabad as a city
has enough young and thinking
citizens to be the first city to start
implementation of the agreement at
city level.”

The Gandhian was invited by United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) to put forth the views she has
provided in her book, ANUBANDH:
Building 100Mile Communities’
(publisher Navjivan Press).
From her work with SEWA sisters
over decades, one or two principles
that helped them live better was
recently published in this short book.
“The ideas in the book were most
timely and suitable to look ahead,” she
said. UNDP wished to share this
Indian view worldwide and
Government of India offered the
pavilion in Paris to do so.
December 2015

‘‘More we use
solar power,
less we move
towards crisis
caused by
changing
climate’’
The response to her two ideas drawing
from Indian reality was positive and
action oriented. “What I said was the
idea of mutuality or Anubandh
meaning that we are not alone in this
world. We are bound to each other.
What I do impacts you. What you do
impacts me. Whatever we do impacts
our community and world.”
In the context of emissions, “I and you
must all, reduce emissions, and find
ways to live so as we nourish life of
each other. Reducing emission is both,
individual and collective decision.”
The second idea was about Building
100Mile Communities that are local,
sustainable and in harmony with the
natural environment. “Six of the basic
needs of daily life — food, clothing,
housing, health, education, and banking
— can largely be met locally, within 100
miles,” she said. This they have
witnessed from their work at SEWA.
“The individuals and institutions in
COP21 started discussing diverse,
southasiadisasters.net

innovative solutions to reducing the
distance to above six needs and this
readiness to take action was
overwhelming,” she said.
About the historic agreement in Paris,
Elaben hopes and believes that as
individuals and as nations, all of us
can do far more than what is in the
agreement.
India has offered leadership to
developing countries on not what
cannot be done, but leadership for
what can be done. This is a huge
responsibility, she believes. Two items
in India’s contribution that attracted
her attention are widespread use of
‘solar power’ and ‘climate justice’.
“More we use solar power, less we
move towards crisis caused by
changing climate. And more is done
by those who have knowingly or
unknowingly caused emission to
reduce emission we move towards
climate justice,” she said.
Published in Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau,
Ahmedabad City, December 15, 2015,
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Climate Compatible Development: Synergies
with the SDGs

A

The climate and sustainable
development agendas are strongly
intertwined. Poverty cannot be
tackled without tackling climate
change — a fact increasingly obvious
as natural disasters become more
frequent and severe, with the poorest
countries also the most vulnerable to
climate impacts. Meanwhile, climate
change cannot be tackled without
development gains — interim crises
will always take precedence unless the
two are tackled together. Zero poverty
and zero emissions needs to be the end
goal, and the path to achieving both
is climate compatible development.
Within
the
17
Sustainable
Development Goals, climate change is
a cross–cutting theme, as well as a
stand alone goal (Goal 13). CDKN has
analysed the text of the goals and
targets with a RAG (red-amber-green)
rating to identify where strong and
weak climate references occur (see
table–Goal–on next page).
How the sustainable development
agenda is specifically reflected in the
Paris climate agreement remains to be
seen, however phrases on key
16

Photo: IIPS.

triumvirate of complementary
agreements
For developing countries, 2015 is a
historic year. UN countries have
chosen to renew three crucial agendas
within a 12 month period: Disaster
Risk Reduction at Sendai, Japan in
March 2015; the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) which
were ratified in September in New
York; and of course the recently
concluded climate summit in Paris in
December. In addition, the Financing
for Development conference in Addis
Ababa in July brought parties together
to discuss the financing of global
development.

Diagnosis of the patient at OPD. Beherampura UHC (South Zone, Ahmedabad).
principles such as human rights, and
the right to development are likely to
be present in some way.
Transformational agendas
Both the SDGs and the Paris
agreement herald the beginning of a
new era. The SDGs are a universal
agenda, which is for all countries
(developed and developing); a shift
away from the Millennium
Development Goals which were
focussed on developing countries
alone.

CDKN aims to help decisionmakers in developing countries
design and deliver climate
compatible development. CDKN is
managed by an alliance of
organisations: Pricewaterhouse
Coopers LLP (PwC), Fundación
FuturoLatinoamericano, LEAD
International, LEAD Pakistan, the
Overseas Development Institute,
and South South North.
southasiadisasters.net

Similarly, the new Paris agreement
looks to bring action from all
countries, moving on from the Kyoto
Protocol which only calls for climate
commitments from developed
countries. To an extent, lines are
blurring between the two 'annexes' of
the
UNFCCC,
although
differentiation remains a key principle
of the climate regime. Developing
countries such as Kenya and Ethiopia
have put forward ambitious Intended
Nationally Determined Contributions
(voluntary pledges on mitigation and
other climate action proposed by
countries in the run up to Paris),
showing climate leadership despite
currently being very low emitters.
India's INDC is also substantial, with
a recent report by Oxfam showing that
its INDC indicates a level of ambition
higher than its 'Fair Share'. This
demonstrates the increasing role that
Middle Income Countries are looking
to play in meeting the climate
challenge while also developing
sustainably.
December 2015

Goal [

no content (red color),

some content (amber color),

substantial content (green color)]

1.

End poverty in all its forms everywhere

2.

End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture

3.

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

4.

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life–long learning opportunities for all

5.

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

6.

Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

7.

Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

8.

Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent
work for all

9.

Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation and foster innovation

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries
11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development
15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all, and
build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development.
Finance — the elephant in the room
The issue of finance has long been a
sticking point in discussions both on
climate and sustainable development.
Estimates suggest that for developing
countries alone, it will cost $3-4 trillion
annually to implement the SDG
agenda by 2030. Meanwhile
developed countries have pledged to
contribute $100 bn per year by 2020
for developing countries to mitigate
and adapt to climate change.
In theory these two agendas should
not compete, as climate finance is
intended to be additional, i.e. on top
of existing development aid flows.
The Addis Ababa Financing for
Development Conference in July
created an agenda which spells out the
potential role of the public and private
sector in mobilising sufficient
resources for the SDGs and climate
action. However, without clear
accounting and transparency, it is
currently ambiguous how these
commitments will be met fully.
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Climate and development in India
As a fast growing global economy
which also faces significant
development challenges, India is
positioned to play a key role in the
climate agenda in coming decades.
India aims to grow as fast over the
next 20 years as China has in the past
decade, however it is dealing with
increasing climate vulnerability from
shocks such as monsoon disruption,
heatwaves and sea level rise, as well as
public health problems from pollution.
Happily, there are signs that the two
agendas of economic growth and
climate resilience can be achieved
together. A recent Economist article
describes how many of India's goals
within its ambitious growth agenda
also align with strong climate action.
Decentralised renewables are often a
cost effective way to tackle energy
security while increasing access to
electricity, as some of CDKN's work
in rural electrification in India as
shown. Meanwhile as economic
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growth continues the trend of
urbanisation, dealing with urban
heatwaves will become a key health
and
economic
priority.
In
Ahmedabad, CKDN's programme to
introduce a heat action plan
contributed to a staggering reduction
in the death toll from heatwaves
between 2010 and 2015.
CDKN advocates a development-first
approach to INDCs, such as that
contained within India's contribution,
which for example integrated disaster
risk reduction into the climate
adaptation element of the INDC.
India is certain to undergo vast
transformations in the next twenty
years, and one defining factor in the
future welfare of its people, and its
wider global environmental impact,
will be the extent to which the
country's leaders embrace sustainable
and economic development as going
hand in hand with strong climate
action.
– Christopher Webb, Deputy CEO,
and Helen Picot, CDKN
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NEW PERSPECTIVE

Pressing the Wrong Climate Button

I

ndia's Intended Nationally
Determined Contribution (INDC)
submitted to the UN for the period
2021 to 2030, announced on October
2, 2015, promises to reduce the
emissions intensity of its GDP by 33
to 35 percent by 2030, from 2005 level.
This is half of what China has declared
(60-65%) and a few notches higher
than the target set by the USA (2628%). As both China and the USA
have higher per capita as well as total
greenhouse emissions, India's INDC
should be rated higher, and
achievable too.
At 2.44 tons per capita, India is
currently placed at the bottom on the
list of leading emitters, and even with
an expected per capita emission
pegged at 8.98 tons in 2030 it will
continue to remain lower than the
average for the developed countries.
In addition to emission reduction
targets, India intends to achieve 40%
cumulative electric power installed
capacity from renewable sources
alongside creating an additional
carbon dioxide sink of 2.5-3 billion
tones through additional tree cover by
2030.
India made the world sit up and take
notice at the COP 21 in Paris.
However, what might have prompted
India to set such ambitious targets
when, under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change, it has no binding on
greenhouse gases mitigation
commitments in recognition of its
small contribution to the greenhouse
problem as well as low financial and
technical capacities? Is it a reflection
of the country's commitment towards
a global good or a strategic move to
18

lay claim on a large share of the global
adaptation funds?
If emission data is anything to go by,
India may not be part of the climate
change problem but wants to be part
of the solution nonetheless. And for it
to deliver on its promised
commitments, the country would
need no less than US$ 2.5 trillion over
the next decade or so. The switch to
energy mix comes for a price, and the
top polluters owe ecological debt to
low emitting countries. Achieving
INDC goals is contingent upon means
of implementation (funds) to be
provided by developed countries,
including technology transfer and
capacity building.
It could be easily speculated that
climate–aid will contribute to 'Make
in India' work. For India's contribution
to the greater global good this is but a
small price to keep emissions from a
growing economy under check. The
question is what 'good' climate–aid
may have in store for the teeming
millions – 363 million of whom are
poor and as many as 1.77 million of
them homeless, and 334 million
without access to safe water and some
800 millions bereft of adequate
sanitation services.
Embedded within the emission targets
is a developmental script that aims to
reduce the infrastructure deficit,
aimed at pulling the low–carbon
societies out from their current
abysmal
levels
of
energy
consumption. The pressure of
urbanization and industrialization
will push energy demand three times
from the present 774 TWh, by 2030.
Some 40% of the projected 2,500 TWh
southasiadisasters.net

of energy demand in 2030 will be
sourced from renewable sources,
presumably using benign solar, wind
and biomass technologies.
Good intentions may not translate into
reality though. With coal continuing
to find favor as the dominant source
of energy followed by hydro and
nuclear power, the green energy will
hardly get the push it deserves.
Thermal power contribution to the
installed capacity is unlikely to change
from the present 60%, energy
contribution from hydro power is
projected to double and nuclear power
some six times from the present
installed capacities. Ironically, India's
INDC shows both hydro and nuclear
power as environmentally benign.
The trouble with INDC is that it is
focused entirely on 'emissions', the
social and environmental issues are at
best on the periphery. That thermal,
hydro and nuclear projects are the
cause for environmental destruction,
deforestation and large–scale
displacement doesn't get counted in
the emission targets. The premise of
'coal cess' and 'compensatory a
forestation' offer trade–off; first
sacrifice environmental concerns for
development projects, and then invest
funds thus generated in creating
carbon sinks.
In a quest to source foreign investment
and technologies for keeping the
developmental engine oiled and
running, environment regulations
often get compromised and public
opposition quelled. Indications to that
effect are evident. Under the current
global economic system, the
commoditization and monetization of
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nature not only interferes with climate
and allied ecosystems but also
deprives resource dependent
communities of their rights. Besides
this also attracts private and public
corporations to control natural
resources. No wonder, the
government has already expressed its
interest in privatizing forests in the
country.

The foregoing conclusion is that in its
current form, India's INDC seems to
have comprised and grossly ignored
the low–carbon lifestyle of its sizeable
population. It has missed an
opportunity of taking an ethical
leadership by submitting a nonmarket, climate finance mechanism
needed to support the formalization

and expansion of mitigation, and
technology transfer as a genuine
solution to combat free trade in carbon
alongside
promoting
and
incentivizing carbon–friendly culture.
This has created an episteme that
blindly bulldozes technical and
market solutions as ‘real' solutions.
– Sudhirendar Sharma,
Director, The Ecological Foundation,
New Delhi

DRR AND CCA

Integrating of Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate
Change Adaptation in Myanmar — a Community–
based Perspective from the Ayeyarwaddy Delta

M

yanmar is prone to a number
of natural hazards, with most
of them, such as floods, cyclones and
sea–level rise, being climate-related.
According to the Global Climate Risk
Index 2015, the country ranks second
in terms of losses to weather-related
events in the period between 1994 and
2013 1 .
When
the
country's
Ayeyarwaddy delta was hit by
tropical cyclone Nargis in 2008, people
and government were ill-prepared to
deal with the strongest cyclone in the
country's records and more than
140,000 people lost their lives in the
floods and ravaging winds.
Since then, many efforts have been
made by communities, local and
international organizations, as well as
government institutions to address
disaster risks through preparedness
and risk mitigation. Caritas
Switzerland is present in the
Ayeyarwaddy–Delta since 2008 and
together with local partners has
implemented
rehabilitation,
reconstruction and DRR projects in
almost 50 villages.

People in the delta are facing
numerous climate–related shocks and
stresses that can impact livelihoods
and income, food security and water
resources
and
jeopardize
development gains of previous years.
The inhabitants of Kwin Pauk village,
located in the lowlands of the delta,
already feel the impacts of a changing
climate. Irregular weather patterns
during the rainy season lead to crop
losses and the dry–up of the

community water pond, the main
source for domestic water in the
village. The frequency of floods has
increased and the waters threaten
storage places for food. They also
affect the sanitary situation in the
village, as many latrines are not yet
elevated and when flooded, risk
contaminating the village. Therefore,
integrating climate change adaptation
into DRR–interventions in the
Ayeyarwaddy–delta and beyond is a

1 Kreft, S. et al. (2014): Global Climate Risk Index 2015. Who suffers most from extreme weather events? Weather related loss events in
2013 and 1994 to 2013. Germanwatch publications. Available https://germanwatch.org/de/download/10333.pdf (accessed 25 October
2015).
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key prerequisite for strengthening
resilience.
At the village level, this means
building a sound knowledge base
about climate risks today and in the
future. Climate scenarios need to be
adjusted to local level and be included
in risk assessments that are conducted
at the beginning of each project.
Caritas Switzerland, supported by
CAFOD, and partnering with the local
organization KMSS, takes an
integrated approach, linking DRR
with livelihood and water &
sanitation components and in turn
links it to climate change adaptation.

In order to strengthen resilience, or the
ability to bounce back after a disaster
strikes, a community emergency fund
has been setup to which each
household contributes a minimum of
200 Kyat (0.15 USD) per month and
which is administered by the local
DRM-committee. This fund can
alleviate the financial losses that are
incurred after floods or cyclones. In
order to increase climate resilience,
alternative and additional short term
crops are discussed with farmers in
order to accommodate changes in
weather patterns and to diversify their
livelihoods. Further, with the support
of the project team, villagers could
successfully advocate for irrigation

Caritas Switzerland is a humanitarian and development organization and
works in over 40 countries towards poverty reduction, social inclusion
and resilience building. In Myanmar, it is present with an office since
2008 and works in the fields of humanitarian aid, disaster risk reduction
and food security and rural development. Caritas Switzerland is a member
of the international Caritas network, which consists of 165 organizations
in more than 200 countries.

channel rehabilitation with the
government thus improving access to
water for food production.
The next phase of the project will see
an even stronger focus on climate
change adaptation and climate–smart
agriculture. To be successful and
achieve long–lasting impacts,
additional governmental stakeholders
such as the Department for
Meteorology and Hydrology and the
Ministry
for
Environmental
Conservation and Forestry need to be
brought on board in order to ensure
the needed technical expertise and to
go beyond community–level.
Notwithstanding the scale of the
approach, the most important thing is
that it is led by the people themselves
in order to generate sustainable
impacts: "We have to work for
ourselves" confirms one member of
the DRR–committee in Kwin Pauk,
"only then can we bring change into
our village and face climate change".
– Jana Junghardt,
DRR Advisor, Caritas Switzerland
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EVENT NOTE
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Resilient Odisha: Addressing
Changing Climate and Disaster Risks
at the Local Level

A

Training of Trainers (ToT) on
'Mainstreaming Disaster Risk
Reduction and Climate Change
Adaptation' was organized from 28th
- 30th September 2015 at Puri by the
Odisha State Disaster Management
Authority (OSDMA) in association
with All India Disaster Mitigation
Institute (AIDMI) under GoI-UNDP
project "Institutional and Community
Resilience to Disasters and Climate
Change" for the Government officials
and practitioners from different parts
of the state. The three-day training
with different tools and active
interaction stressed upon moving
from disaster response and
management to risk reduction and
adaptation to climate change by
players from various sectors.
The three day programme ended with
commitment of addressing changing
climate and disaster risks at the local
level by 33 professionals from
government and humanitarian
agencies from various districts of
Odisha on September 30, 2015. The
group was privy to enriching
experiences from different sectors
including
water
resources,
agriculture, disaster management,
education, rural and urban
development, children and gender.
December 2015

The ambitious training programme
covered a range of topics and
approaches such as risk transfer, loss
and damage due to climate change,
climate smart disaster risk
management, agriculture and water
resources practices, and mass
education. The integration of DRR and
CCA aspects with development
schemes was tested to explore the
need, challenges and possible solution
for sustainable development.

considering seasonal forecast in
adjusting work plans and strategies;
the
enabling
factors
for
mainstreaming; how can departments
make use of dialogue opportunities to
raise awareness of local adaptation
needs;
what measures of
implementation can be taken . The
groups
were
composed
of
administrators, sector experts,
researchers and development
practitioners.

Field practices and cases from Odisha
were shared and discussed by the
group to learn from existing DRR and
CCA integration in development
practices. Strong capacities and robust
institutions at the community level
can maximize the impacts of climatesmart disaster risk reduction. Yet for
this to happen, it is essential that
institutions supporting vulnerable
populations know how to integrate
changing risks into their activities.

Mainstreaming is strongly promoted
towards a harmonized paradigm
wherein climate change adaptation
and climate risk management are seen
as part of broader risk management
strategies, principles, strategic goals
and priorities for action to achieve
sustainable development goals.

The engagement of multiple
stakeholders along with the
experience of communities reveals the
challenges and opportunities for
using the knowledge of changing
climate risks. The key points emerging
from the mainstreaming exercise
conducted by the groups included:
southasiadisasters.net

The Mainstreaming of DRR and CCA
process is emerging and but there is
still a long way to go which requires
piloting and researching new ideas at
various levels and sectors. Odisha is
among the few states in India which
have initiated such a process. Dr.
Kamal Lochan Mishra, Chief General
Manager, OSDMA is a key force
behind shaping this programme.
– Seema Mohanty,
State Project Officer- UNDP
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Synergized Standard Operating Procedures for
Hazardous Weather Events

S

tandard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) are vital for an effective
early warning system (EWS) for
hazardous weather situations. They
are necessary because they (1) are
developed, coordinated, tested and
approved before an emergency
occurs; (2) document the most efficient
and effective ways to perform an
operation; and (3) produce
predictable, reproducible results
while maintaining quality and
consistency.
Most countries have SOPs for severe
weather events, but many times these
are developed for a single type of
hazard and a single agency. These
single hazard/single agency SOPs
sometimes fail because their
infrequent use produces mistakes
and/or insufficient coordination with
other agencies and different levels of
government creates confusion on roles
and responsibilities.
To address SOPs inadequacies, the
United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP)/World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) Typhoon
Committee (TC), with 14 Members
mostly from southeast Asia, and the
WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical
Cyclones (PTC), with 8 Members
mostly from the Bay of Bengal area,
recognized there was a strong need to
create SOP synergies among different
types of weather hazards and among
different agencies. With funding
provided by ESCAP, these two
agencies identified and completed a
project titled "Synergized Standard
Operating Procedures (SSOPs) for

Coastal Multi–Hazards EWS." For this
project synergy was defined as the
cooperative,
collaboration
development and implementation of
SSOPs in a multi-hazard/multiagency environment to create an EWS
in which the whole is greater than the
sum of the individual parts.
First, the project was to identify
specific strengths, gaps, and needs to
recognize areas which could be
synergized. These were collected
through workshops to exchange
information among the 13 beneficiary
TC and PTC countries, pilot missions
to 3 countries, and information
collection missions to 6 additional
countries. These data then served as a
basis for the first draft of the Manual
on SSOPs for Coastal Multi–Hazards
Early Warning System which was
distributed for comments.
After incorporating received
comments, a second draft of the
Manual was used during missions to
6 countries to provide hands–on
training and technical assistance on
the creation of multi–hazards/multi–
agencies SSOPs. The Manual was well
received but the countries identified
a need for a summary document of the
basic methods for development and
implementation of SSOPs. To meet
this need, a Quick Reference Guide
(QRG) was created to serve as a
supplement to the Manual. The QRG
would be an operational document to
quickly and easily start the SSOP
process with the Manual providing
detailed, reference material to
significantly enhance the SSOP
process once it is started. It was

recommended that everyone should
be engaged in the EWS review the
entire Manual to promote community
resilience.
Many important items were identified
during the project. These include:
1. To develop a multi-hazards EWS,
a country should conduct a
systematic analysis of similarities
and differences of weather
hazards;
2. Although significant differences
can exist (which must be clearly
understood by all agencies,
media, and general public), the
core elements of an EWS for
weather hazards can be similar.
Similarities which could be
incorporated into multi–
hazards/multi-agencies SSOPs
may exist in:
a. Expected inundation areas
and monitoring inundation
regions for tropical cyclones
and tsunamis;
b. Dissemination systems and
processes;
c.

Coordination processes
among
agencies
and
organizations at the same
levels of government and
also vertically from national
to local communities; and

d. A common number or color
scale to indicate potential
risks/impacts for stages or
phases of different hazards to
improve communications
and understanding.
– James Weyman,
Former Project Manager and

Olavo Rasquinho,
Former Typhoon Committee Secretary

The Manual, QRF, and other project related documents can be found at http://www.typhooncommittee.org/SSOP/indexSSOP.html.
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CASE STUDY

Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate
Change Adaptation: CRS Case of Flood
Resilience from Odisha
A new variety of rice crop helps families meet their needs

C

handrasekhar Harichandan, a
65-year-old farmer, lives in
Kotakana, one of the flood prone
villages where Catholic Relief Services
(CRS) is implementing a community–
based disaster preparedness (CBDP)
project funded by the C&A
Foundation. Harichandan owns two
acres of land and has ten members in
his family. His land is located in the
low lying areas of the village, so it
becomes waterlogged during the
rainy season for 1.5 to 2 months. Such
prolonged duration of waterlogging
does not allow him to grow rice
during the rainy season. The family
depends on winter crops and
migration to meet their food needs,
but this is not adequate for his family
of ten.
In 2014, Harichandan was selected as
a beneficiary by the CBDP project to
participate in the demonstration of
Jalamani, a deep water rice variety for
the rainy season. Since it was a new
variety,
Harichandan
was
apprehensive of trying it. However,
after training and coaching by the
project extension workers, he planted
Jalamani on a trial basis on 0.25 acres
of his land. CRS provided him with
seeds and a series of trainings on
improved farming practices suitable
for this variety. Harichandan followed
all the recommended farming
practices with the mentoring from the
project extension workers.
In addition to the project promoted
Jalamani variety, Harichandan also
planted Bankoi (a local paddy variety)
December 2015

Funded by the C&A Foundation, the three year (2012-15) community–based
disaster preparedness (CBDP) project in Puri district is being supported by CRS
India in 112 flood–prone villages across 16 Gram Panchayats in two administrative
blocks, Nimapada and Kanas which are among the mostflood-affected areas.
Recurrent floods cause extensive losses for the communities by damaging standing
crops, shelter and livestock. Poor households endure extreme challenges to recover
their losses caused by floods. The objectives of the project are to build community
resilience to reduce losses from floods and to facilitate faster recovery from flood–
induced losses. Key interventions of the project include: development and execution
of Community–led Disaster Preparedness Plans; promotion of disaster resilient
shelter technologies for flood and low intensity cyclones; promotion of flood resilient
paddy varieties suitable for waterlogging and submergence ecosystem; promotion
of improved livestock management practices pre and post monsoon to reduce flood
induced losses and promotion of innovative techniques like bag/sack and floating
garden in flood prone areas to have continued access to home grown vegetables
after floods.
in an adjacent plot. Floods occurred
that season, and both plots became
waterlogged for more than a month.
True to its varietal characteristics,
Jalamani grew in length along with
the rise in water level, while Bankoi
remain stunted. After harvesting,
Harichandan shared that the yield
from Jalamani was about 150% more
than Bankoi. Additionally, his straw
yield was high, which helped
Harichandan meet his animal fodder
requirements. This has allowed him
to grow crop in rainy season which
he was not able to undertake due to
prolonged water logging. In addition
to having more rice for his family to
consume, Harichandan decided to sell
part of the produce (170 kg) as seeds
to other farmers in the village (as sale
of seeds result in nearly 75% more
income than grains). Apart from the
income gain, he is happy that other
farmers in the village can also benefit
southasiadisasters.net

from this flood resilient variety as
such varieties are not available in the
market.
Confident from the results last year,
Harichandan has planted the Jalamani
variety on all two acres of his land in
this year. Many farmers in the village
are visiting his farm and interacting
with him to learn more about the
Jalamani variety and about the
improved farming practices that the
project helped him adopt. When asked
about his experience, Harichandan
proudly shared that "Jalamani has
given new hope to farmers in our
village. Now we will be able to take
up both rainy and winter season crops
in a year which will increase our
income and we will have more food
for our families."
– Rajashree Purohit,
Program Officer - Livelihood and DRR,
Catholic Relief Services, Bhubaneswar
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WAY AHEAD

COP21: Resources for New Climate Agreement
India INDC Statement
The ambitious INDCs of India have won it the admiration of
the world. The crux of India's INDC submission to UNFCCC
is based on a greener and cleaner path to economic prosperity.
These INDCs have the potential of putting India steadily on
the path of sustainable development.
Read more at: http://www4.unfccc.int/submissions/INDC/
Published%20Documents/India/1/
INDIA%20INDC%20TO%20UNFCCC.pdf

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC)
The Conference of Parties 21(COP21) is historic because it
brought together competing interests and disparate voices
of different nations to a consensus on an agreement that will
shape climate action and justice in future. This agreement
focuses extensively on Intentional Nationally Determined
Contributions (INDCs) and Climate Financing.

Aditi Kapoor, Development Alternatives
The imperative of climate justice cannot ignore
the needs and aspirations of women. The
implementation of the Paris agreement will
depend upon the promotion of gender equality
and women's rights. This in turn would require
'Gender Just Climate Solutions'. Aditi Kapoor of
Alternative Futures argues highlights the
importance of such gender sensitive approaches
for climate action.
Read more at: http://cdkn.org/2015/12/featuregender-and-climate-change-the-india-pavilion-atcop21-highlights-what-needs-to-be-done/

Read more at: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/l09r01.pdf

Climate Action Network South Asia (CANSA)
India's ambitious INDCs may seem to be at odds with the
economic prosperity which the country aims to achieve.
However, protecting the fruits of economic development from
the risks posed by a 2OC warmer world is also important.
Through the new Climate Agreement, these two seemingly
conflicting goals can be reconciled.
Read more at: http://cansouthasia.net/
reports_information.php?id=21&title=india-s-triple-challenge-growthdevelopment-and-climate-change#sthash.2oZCuWfJ.dpbs
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